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The present work is one of the outcomes of a larger research project titled, 

“Uyghur intellectuals: Ideas and political activities in the modern and postmodern 

eras,” which was undertaken at TIAS: Department of Islamic Area Studies, Center 

for Evolving Humanities, in the Graduate School of Humanities and Sociology at 

the University of Tokyo between 2011 and 2012.  

The book presents the autograph manuscript, Turkic texts and a translation of 

the memoirs of Muḥammad Amīn Bughra, a 20th century nationalist of “Eastern 

Turkistan” (Xinjiang), who can largely be seen as representative of his era. The 

work contains his previously unpublished memoirs, titled “Muḥammad Amīn 

Bughraning Siyāsī Ḥayāti” (The Political Memoir of Muḥammad Amīn Bughra) 

and “Muḥammad Amīn Begning Qisqacha Tarjumaiḥāli” (The Brief History of 

Muḥammad Amīn Beg). 

For the completion of this project, I express my special gratitude to Mrs. 

Fāṭima Bughra (Fatıma Buğra), the daughter of Muḥammad Amīn Bughra, and 

her husband Mr. Yūnus Bughra (Yunus Buğra), who reside today in Turkey. They 

kindly provided me with the memoirs and other valuable historical materials 

relating to Bughra.  

My thanks are also due to Prof. KOMATSU Hisao (Graduate School of 

Humanities and Sociology, the University of Tokyo) and Prof. SHINMEN Yasushi 

(Faculty of Letters, Chuo University) for guiding my work with precious advice 

and suggestions. I am also grateful to Dr. KAWAHARA Yayoi (TIAS, the 

University of Tokyo) for her support.  
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