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This volume, the eighth in the series, Toronto Studies in Central and Inner
Asia, contains papers delivered at the 11th annual conference of the Central
and Inner Asia Seminar (CIAS) which was held on 12-15 May 2005 at the
University of Toronto,

The volume focuses on trade as an important economic mode of the Cen-
tral and Inner Asian societies, and above all, as a way of interaction with
the surrounding sedentary societies and cultures; China, India, the Middle
East, Russia and many others, in ancient history, i colonial modemnity, and
today. The volume revisits the theme of ancient Silk Road and explores
other less well-known trade routes. Seceing trade not just as economic
transactions by barter or cash, but an essential system central to the way of
life in the region having repercussion on the wider world, the papers deal
with the role trade and traders played in religious conversion, diplomacy,
power maintenance, colomal domination, market development, urbamza-
tion, education and so on in Central and Inner Asia. The papers also ex-
plore new opportunities and obstacles to trade in light of the profound eco-
nomic and political transformations in the region.
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