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@ I suppose you(most of you, or all of you, I should say)
get the strong and unpleasant impression that the Japanese
are not interested in Islam at all. Much to my regret, in’
fact, the Japanese mostly have no interest in Islanm.

The Japanese, however, are not interested in Islam, not
because they dislike it, but simply because they have no
real kyouwledge of it. The information on Islam ever given
to the Japanese is very superficial. If you ask an average
Japanese, for instance, " What do you know about Islam ? "

he(or she)may answer in this way, " 4ell, let me




* Buddhism and Shinto..... 2%
% Chrlstianity . .cvnennenes 2%
¥ Other religions......... 1%
* No relisioRs s n.0co00. 62%
* (No answer)......... P -

Question to the above Buddhists

+ Do you fulfill daily Buddhistic duties ?
ARSHEY B YO8 n s s o sae s 67%

P WA DO RN 33%

Question to the above No-religionists
. Do you believe in something great which is be
-yond the human being ?
Angpuer S Y g0, A vah Sy, Sl 55%

¥ No otk wiw e N ¥ G 45%

@ The above-mentioned questionnaire tells us:

(a) The Japanese mostly have no interest in any ready-n
-ade religions.
(b) Nevertheless,they have some kind of religious mind.
{ No human being can live as a human being without
any religious mind. The statistics above justify
this. )

@ Something great which is beyond the hunan being.

¥ The Japanese tend to grasp such a SOMETHING as NATURE.
¥ According to the Japanese religious mind,

(a) The NATURE gave birth to human being, animals,and pl
-ants,etc.

(b) So,human being returns to the NATURE after death.



(c)

(d)

(e)

The NATURE is eternal. The life coming from IT and

returning to IT is short.

It is most desirable that one can succeed in getting

a sense of harmony, or a sense of some spiritual uni

-on with the NATURE.

An example :
MATSUO BASHO (1644-’94). He was a great travelling
poet, a most passionate lover of nature....a kind
of nature troubadour. His life was spent in travel
-ling from one end of Japan to another. " Haiku ",
the shortest possible form of poetical expression,
the seventeen syllable poem, made a great developn
-ent after him.

o i e HERTAD Ko E
FURUIKEYA KAWAZUTOBIKOMU MIZUNOOTO
An old pond,
a frog jumps into the water,
hear the sound !

{ Japanese poets tend to use the fewest words to
express their feelings. When too fully exressed,
no room for suggetion is possible. Suggestibilit
-y is the essence of the Japanese poenms.” )

That sound is not mere low noise for BASHO. Like
as thunder is not mere loud noise, but "thunder hy
-mns His praise..... (Surah 13.14)" for nmuslinms,

so, that sound does something for BASHO, for the
Japanese.

<RI w3 ek < AR
YOKUMIREBA NAZUNAHANASAKU KAKINEKANA



WVhen I look carefully,
I see the NAZUNA blooming,
by the hedge !

In this poem NAZUNA(a kind of flower) is not nmere
one object of seeing. Like as BASHO is one subject

» so NAZUNA is one subject,too.

Like as "the birds praise Allah in their flight..-
(Surah 24.41)",{in this manner,the birds are subje
-cts practising TASBIH), so NAZUNA actively does
something by blooming.

[ I am never saying that Islam and the Japanese worship
of NATURE are same. Such a view is Jjust ridiculous. ]

® Nature is the very bridge that connects muslinms and Jap
-anese.

* There are, as you know well,many beautiful Surahs which
mention natural objects and phenomina in The Quran.
For instance, Surah 13.16(15,Flugel), Surah 24.41, 43,
Surah 45.3~ ,Surah 88.17~20,etc.

* The above-mentioned inclination of the Japanese suggests
that they are ready to accept Islanm.

* When you Muslims teach us Japanese Islam, please mention
those sublime and beautiful Surahs with regard to nature

And please don’t mention alcohol and pork so much.
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