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xixth world congress of the

IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn

ffoorr  tthhee  HHiissttoorryy  ooff  RReelliiggiioonnss

24–30 March 2005

Takanawa Prince Hotel, Shinagawa, Tokyo

“Religion: Conµict and Peace”

CALL FOR PAPERS

Congress Secretariat for the 19th World Congress of the iahr

Department of Religious Studies, Faculty of Letters, University of Tokyo
7-3-1, Hongo, Bunkyõ-ku, Tokyo, Japan 113–0033

tel (81) 3-5841-3765 fax (81) 3-5841-3888 e-mail iahr@l.u-tokyo.ac.jp
congress website http://www.l.u-tokyo.ac.jp/iahr2005/

The 19th World Congress of the International Association for the History of Religions
(iahr) will be held in Tokyo, Japan, in 2005. The organizers wish to announce the
opening of registration, and to issue a formal call for papers and proposals for group
sessions.

Congress Chair Tamaru Noriyoshi
World Congress Advisory Committee Peter Antes

International Congress Committee Armin W. Geertz
Congress Secretariat, President of the 

Japanese Association for Religious Studies Shimazono Susumu

Congress Academic Program Committee Gerrie ter Haar

Dates 24–30 March 2005 (7 days)

Venue Takanawa Prince Hotel, Shinagawa, Tokyo

Theme Religion: Conµict and Peace

Sub-themes Religious Dimensions of War and Peace
Technology, Life, and Death
Global Religions and Local Cultures
Boundaries and Segregations
Method and Theory in the Study of Religion

Sponsoring Bodies

Science Council of Japan
Conseil international de la philosophie et des sciences humaines (cipsh)

Japanese Association for Religious Studies (jars)

The iahr is a worldwide body of national and regional associations for the study of
religion. It is a member of cipsh, which functions under the auspices of unesco.
Founded in 1950, the iahr aims to promote the academic study of the history of reli-
gions through international collaboration of scholars. An iahr World Congress is held
once every ³ve years. For further information concerning the iahr, kindly consult its
permanent web page at http://www.iahr.dk or contact the General Secretary Armin W.
Geertz (geertz@ teologi.au.dk).

The 19th World Congress in Tokyo, 2005, will be held under the joint sponsorship of
the Japanese Association for Religious Studies (jars) and the Science Council of Japan,
in cooperation with other associations. This is the second congress to be sponsored by
the jars, having hosted the 9th Congress in 1958. In addition, the year 2005 marks the
75th anniversary of the jars and the centennial of the inauguration of a program of Reli-
gious Studies in the University of Tokyo. For further information concerning the jars,
consult its permanent web page at http://wwwsoc.nii.ac.jp/jars/.
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CONGRESS SCHEDULE

23 March (Wed) 13:00-20:00: Registration (Takanawa Prince Hotel B1, Zuisho)
15:00-18:00: Out-going Executive Committee meeting

24 March (Thurs) 8:30-10:00: Registration (Main Banquet Hall Hiten)
10:00-12:00: Opening Ceremony
14:00-18:00: Keynote Addresses (Opening Session)
18:00-20:00: Reception

25 March (Fri) 9:00-10:30: Plenary Session 1
11:00-13:00, 14:00-16:00, 16:30-18:30: Sessions
20:00-21:30: Evening Sessions

26 March (Sat) 9:00-10:30: Plenary Session 2
11:00-13:00, 14:00-16:00, 16:30-18:30: Sessions
20:00-21:30: Evening Sessions

27 March (Sun) Excursion (half-day or full-day)
9:00-13:00 International Committee meeting
9:00-12:00, 13:00-16:00: Special Sessions

28 March (Mon) 9:00-10:30: Plenary Session 3
11:00-13:00, 14:00-16:00, 16:30-18:30: Sessions
18:30-21:00: Incoming Executive Committee meeting
20:00-21:30: Evening Sessions

29 March (Tue) 9:00-10:30: Plenary Session 4
11:00-13:00, 14:00-16:00, 16:30-18:30: Sessions
19:00-22:00: Banquet, Cultural Evening

30 March (Wed) 9:00-10:30: Plenary Session 5
11:00-13:00, 14:00-16:00: Sessions
16:00-18:00: General Assembly, Closing Ceremony

The academic program of the congress consists of six major groupings: [1] Keynote
addresses, [2] Plenary sessions, [3] Organized panels, [4] Symposia, [5] Individual
papers, and [6] Roundtable sessions. The presentation of papers will take place during
the time set aside for sessions in the schedule above. Members of the iahr may propose
organized panels, symposia, roundtable sessions, or individual papers.

keynote addresses The keynote addresses of the 19th World Congress, which is
arranged as the opening session on “Religions and Dialogue among Civilizations,”
will be open to the general public.

plenary sessions Each of the ³ve days of the congress will open with a plenary ses-
sion, consisting of presentations and responses by a panel of experts on one of the
³ve sub-themes of the congress.

special sessions A number of special sessions are being organized with a focus on
Japanese religions. Several of the presentations will be delivered in Japanese.

The organization of both Keynote Addresses and the Special and Plenary Sessions is
being coordinated by the Congress Academic Program Committee (capc) and the
Congress Secretariat (cs) of the jars, but we welcome your suggestions and ideas.

PROPOSALS FOR PAPERS

The capc and the Congress Secretariat of the jars welcome proposals for papers on
any aspect of the study of religion. Papers may treat religious phenomena from any
culture and historical period, and from a wide variety of academic disciplines, includ-
ing philosophy, history, sociology, philology, anthropology, psychology, and iconogra-
phy. The subject of a paper of any category may reµect general concerns in the
academic study of religion, or it may reµect meaningful problems in a speci³c area of
study. It is not necessary for the topics to be directly related to the general theme or
sub-themes of the congress. Presentations fall into four categories:

organized panels consist of four panelists (possibly three) and an optional respon-
dent with a panel convener as the chair. The duration is 2 hours, and it is expected
that the convener of the panel will directly contact panelists and put together a sin-
gle proposal for the entire panel. The proposal, which must be sent by the con-
vener, should contain the title of the panel, the names and institutional af³liations
of the panelists and a respondent, and a 150-word abstract of the topic. Conveners
may decide to leave panels partially open to allow for later submissions once the
panel is advertised.

symposia may be proposed by groups of scholars engaged in a particular project which
will likely lead to publication. It is expected that these groups will circulate their
papers for discussion prior to the congress. Scholars are advised to bring along
with them suf³cient number of copies (at least 20) of their papers for distribution
to the participants. The proposal should contain the title of the symposium, the
names and institutional af³liations of the panelists plus a respondent, and a 150-
word abstract of the topic. The duration of the symposium is 2 hours which may
be used as seems ³t. It is the responsibility of the convener of the symposium to
contact the participants and to present a formal proposal to the Congress Secre-
tariat at the earliest possible date.

roundtable sessions consist of a maximum of 10 participants around a table. These
are meant for more detailed discussion among scholars on their respective
research. Space for these sessions is limited. Proposals for roundtable sessions
should consist of the title of the paper, full names and institutional af³liations of
the presenters, and a 150-word abstract. Those whose proposals are accepted will
subsequently need to send 10 copies of the complete paper in advance for distribu-
tion to those who register for roundtable sessions. Scholars are encouraged to
advertise their proposed roundtable sessions among their peers to encourage max-
imum participation.
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individual papers not associated with any pre-arranged session will be organized
according to subject matter and arranged into coherent group sessions. In any
given session there will be 4 papers lasting 2 hours. Proposals for individual papers
should consist of the title of the paper, full name, and institutional af³liation of the
presenter, and a 150-word abstract.

language policy

The of³cial languages of the iahr are English, French, and that of the host
country (in this case, Japanese). This policy is not intended to exclude other languages.
Participants are welcome to use the language of their choice if they feel there is a
suf³cient audience.

submission of proposals

Those wishing to attend are requested to ³ll in a Registration Form with the fol-
lowing details and to mail it to the Registration Desk no later than 30 September 2004:

[1] Name [2] Institutional af³liation and of³cial title, where applicable [3] Area of
research [4] Mailing address [5] Telephone and Fax numbers [6] e-mail address
[7] Name(s) of accompanying person(s) [8] Type of excursion you wish to join, if
any [9] Total amount of registration fees [10] Method of payment

Those wishing to submit a presentation proposal are asked to provide the following
information as well:

[a] Attending with or without a paper [b] Type of presentation (individual paper,
organized panel, symposium, or roundtable session) [c] Title of panel, symposium,
or roundtable where applicable [d] Name of the convener of the panel, symposium,
or roundtable where applicable [e] Title of paper [f] Language to be used [g] List of
panelists [h] 150-word abstract (in English)

To submit a proposal you may use either the Registration Form included in this
brochure or the on-line form found on the Congress website.

For more detailed information, consult the Congress website. Opinions or inquiries
concerning the Congress and presentations should be directed to the Congress Secre-
tariat. Inquiries concerning proposals for panels, symposia, roundtable sessions or
individual papers may be made to Prof. Gerrie ter Haar (terhaar@iss.nl) or Prof.
Tsuruoka Yoshio (tsuruoka@l.u-tokyo.ac.jp).

If you wish to present more than one paper at the Congress, kindly contact the Con-
gress Secretariat.

acceptance of proposals

Notification of acceptance for proposals made during the pre-registration
period (1 April 2003–31 March 2004) will given in April 2004. The ³nal decision regard-
ing inclusion of proposals in the program will be made by the Congress organizers in
January 2005. Please note that acceptance of a proposal is conditional on receipt of
payment of the appropriate registration fees during the of³cial registration period.

CONGRESS THEME

Religion: Conflict and Peace

The conference theme addresses one of the most urgent issues of our time—conµict and
peace—which is widely discussed in academic circles today.

Scholars of religions can make an important contribution to the debate by analysing the
role of religion generally in matters concerning conµict and peace in their various aspects, as
well as of single religious traditions in their various forms. This theme concerns ancient as
well as living religions. Historical, sociological, anthropological, psychological, textual,
iconographical, and philosophical approaches: all have relevant contributions to make.

The conference theme is basically concerned with religion and power. It attempts to
explore the many facets of human conµict, social stability, and the relationships between
majorities and minorities, authorities and dissenters, revolution and evolution, male and
female, “us” and “them,” and so forth. It assumes that religion is a social and cultural factor
or, as some would say, a social and cultural construction. Religion is also associated with
political power in either an implicit or an explicit manner, which provides another important
aspect of study.

Religion may serve as an identity marker in the maintenance of ethnic, social, or political
stability. But it can also serve as an identity marker in conµicts of such nature. Religion does
not have to be the cause of, or a contributing factor to, violent conµict between social groups.
Religion and religious ideology can also serve to regulate social violence. At the time of the
Cold War, religion was often regarded as a constructive factor that could contribute to the
stability of peace. In recent decades, however, there has been a growing concern about its
destructive side, as evidence seems to suggest that religion may intensify conµicts between
civilizations. At the same time, there has been an increasing expectation of solving conµict
through a dialogue between civilizations.

Religion can promote discourses of oppression that regulate relations between genders,
generations, classes, or other social groups. It can also provide models for an ideal society and
ideal relations between genders and groups. Religion can become a tool in the service of free-
dom, whether political or existential. Growing violence, political oppression and poverty may
contribute to the emergence of new religious movements pointing to a better future for those
who are suffering, but may themselves become the cause of serious new conµicts.

Religions often have traditions in which exemplary individuals, semi-mortal ³gures, or deities
have attained victories for peace and emancipation. On the other hand, gods may be mirror
images of their mortal servants, constantly at war with each other, spreading intrigue and
misery in the divine and human worlds. The gods may serve as the ultimate justi³cation for
violence and hatred, or for peace and harmony between mortals. Some religious ³gures may
invoke doom, exciting instability and frenzy, whereas others may serve as promoters of peace.

In this congress we intend to pursue these matters in such a way that our knowledge and
understanding of these issues will be deepened. We hope for exciting scholarly debates that
will illuminate the way in which historical and contemporary religions have contributed, and
still contribute, to questions of conµict and peace. The study of these phenomena will also
lead to renewed reµection on theories of religion and methodologies in the study of religion.

The theme of this Congress invites panels and symposia on a whole range of topics. The
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following are general guidelines. Additional suggestions are welcome but subject to approval.

� religion and war � religion and globalization
� religion and violence � religion and migration
� religious persecution � religion and terrorism
� religion and human rights � religious fundamentalisms
� religion and identity � sacred canons of peace
� religious conµict in the media � sacred canons of violence
� religious conµict on the internet � gods of war and gods of peace

Congress Sub-themes

the religious dimension of war and peace

Today, religion is often considered a root cause of war. The question is whether this is
indeed so. Is religion an obstacle to, rather than an instrument for, peace? It is important to
investigate in what ways religion may contribute to either war or peace. This should be done
both at an ideological and a historical level. What meanings and values have religions attrib-
uted to the ideas of war and peace? And in what ways have they put such ideas into practice in
past and present times? These long disputed problems need to be examined and considered
anew at the beginning of the 21st century.

technology, life, and death

Religion can be seen as a system that mediates nature to humanity. In fact, religions
have produced various systems of ideas and practices according to which people live and die
in their natural environment. Such systems inevitably reµect the technological resources of
their time and place. Contemporary innovations in techno-sciences and -industries are not
only destroying indigenous religious systems of knowledge, but also introducing new ques-
tions concerning the human body, natural environments, humankind’s and nature’s life and
death, that are often problematic. Addressing these unprecedented dif³culties is one of the
tasks confronting scholars today. In view of the long history of religions, it is also an urgent
task for scholars of religion.

global religions and local cultures

Some religions show a tendency to universal expansion, attempting to transcend the
cultural and regional limits in which they originally emerged. At the same time, religious tra-
ditions are deeply rooted in particular regional cultures. The so-called world religions have to
integrate themselves in a local culture and become indigenous in a sense, in order to fully
actualize their universal aspirations. The combined processes of globalization and localiza-
tion (glocalization) of the contemporary world necessitate revising traditional dichotomies
and terminologies, such as world religions and ethnic religions, monotheisms and poly-
theisms, and others.

boundaries and segregations

Religions offer epistemological schemes to understand, evaluate, and order objects,
events, and humans in the world. Drawing clear lines between “us” and “others,” inner and

outer groups, etc. is one important function religion may assume. Today, however, the draw-
ing of boundaries and the creation of segregation should be examined in relation to the uni-
versalist claims of human rights. In fact, religions have often recognized the importance of
particular distinctions among humankind, for example those of men and women, and as a
result legitimized certain forms of discrimination. In some cases, religious groups, despite
advocating the fundamental equality of humankind, have nevertheless deemed certain people
or groups to fall outside this category—to be inhuman, in other words—thus justifying
aggression towards that which is deemed external to society. These aspects and functions of
religion need reconsideration from a wide perspective.

method and theory in the study of religion

Methodological reµection is a continual task in the study of religion. The complex
interplay between method and theory in the human and social sciences plays an integral role
in academic reµection and scholarly debates related to it. In recent decades, it seems that
under the inµuence of sister-disciplines as well as because of other factors, the study of reli-
gion has witnessed remarkable changes and developments in the ³elds of method and theory,
in comparison with earlier eras. Further evaluations and discussions need to be carried on in
order to re³ne methodological reµection and debates. These debates are even more com-
pelling, in the light of the main theme of this congress.

opening symposium

Religion and dialogue among civilizations

Recently, as scholars have been discussing the idea of a “clash of civilizations,” incidents and
events have been happening around the world as if to prove the timely and urgent nature of
this discussion. Many people believe that the cornerstones of civilizations are their respective
religious traditions. Considering the wars and conµicts in many parts of the world that have
taken place since the late 1970s, we may be persuaded that differences in religion and the way
these religions have helped structure differing civilizations, are factors that have greatly con-
tributed to the wars and conµicts of recent years.

In light of these developments there has been a growing appreciation of the need for dia-
logue between civilizations. For some time now there have been attempts among the religious
communities of the world to undertake a dialogue between religions. Scholars have been try-
ing to construct theories of religious pluralism and to organize religious cooperation in many
parts of the world.

At present, when people wish ever more seriously than before to maintain a dialogue,
develop mutual understanding and reconciliation between religions, we should ask how we
can learn from the experiences of these past endeavours. What kind of ideas and activities do
we need for the “new” dialogue?

The symposium will be open to the general public. It will provide an opportunity to think
and reµect on what religions can do contribute to peace in the world, and what role the schol-
arly study of religion might have in this respect. While this symposium will demonstrate the
hope for peace to society at large, it will also deepen the academic understanding of the prob-
lem of the dialogue between civilizations and religions.
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CONGRESS ORGANIZATIONS

WORLD CONGRESS ADVISORY COMMITTEE (wcac)
chair: Peter Antes (Hannover)

†Abe Yoshiya (Japan) J. Leclant (Paris, France)
Montserrat Abumalham Mas (Madrid, Spain) Manuel Marzal (Lima, Perú)
J. Omosade Awolalu (Ibadan, Nigeria) G. C. Oosthuizen (Westville, South Africa)
Araki Michio (Tokyo, Japan) Michael Pye (Marburg, Germany)
Louise Backman (Solna, Sweden) Julien Ries (Namur-Suarlee, Belgium)
M. André Caquot (Paris, France) Kurt Rudolph (Marburg, Germany)
Carsten Colpe (Berlin, Germany) Shimazono Susumu (Tokyo, Japan)
Rosalind I. J. Hackett (Knoxville, TN, USA) Tamaru Noriyoshi (Tokyo, Japan)
Fan Kong (Beijing, China) Jacques Waaardenburg (Lausanne, Switzerland
Yolotl González Torres (Mexico City, Mexico) R. J. Zwi Werblowsky (Jerusalem, Israel)
Ake Hultkrantz (Lidingo, Sweden) Donald Wiebe (Toronto, Ontario, Canada
Gary Lease (Santa Cruz, CA, USA)

INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS COMMITTEE (icc)
chair: Armin Geertz (Aarhus, Denmark)

†Abe Yoshiya (Tokyo, Japan) Nakamaki Hirochika (Osaka, Japan)
Peter Antes (Hannover, Germany) Oda Yoshiko (Osaka, Japan)
Araki Michio (Tokyo, Japan) Shimazono Susumu (Tokyo, Japan)
Hoshino Eiki (Tokyo, Japan) Tamaru Noriyoshi (Tokyo, Japan)
Ichikawa Hiroshi (Tokyo, Japan) Gerrie ter Haar (The Hague, Netherlands)
Ikezawa Masaru (Tokyo, Japan) Tsukimoto Akio (Tokyo, Japan)
Kanai Shinji (Tokyo, Japan) Tsuruoka Yoshio (Tokyo, Japan)

CONGRESS ACADEMIC PROGRAM COMMITTEE (capc)
chair: Gerrie ter Haar (The Hague, Netherlands)

†Abe Yoshiya (Tokyo, Japan) Kim Jongsuh (Seoul, South Korea)
Martin Baumann (Bielefeld, Germany) Kim Knott (Leads, UK)
Joseph Bulbulia (Wellington, New Zealand) Maria Mar Marcos (Cantabria, Spain)
Jim Cox (Edinburgh Scotland) Philomena Mwaura (Nairobi, Kenya)
Elom Dovlo (Accra, Ghana) Nakamura Kojirõ (Tokyo, Japan)
Oliver Freiberger (Austin, USA/Beyreuth, Germany) Ryu Sungmin (Seoul, South Korea)
Halina Grzymala-Moszcynska (Krakow, Poland) Shimazono Susumu (Tokyo, Japan)
Rosalind Hackett (Knoxville, TN, USA) Tamaru Noriyoshi (Tokyo, Japan)
Ichikawa Hiroshi (Tokyo, Japan) Abdulkader Tayob (Nijmegen, NL/CapeTown, S. Africa)
Simeon Ilesanmi (Winston-Salem, NC, USA) Tsukimoto Akio (Tokyo, Japan)
Keta Masako (Kyoto, Japan) Tsuruoka Yoshio (Tokyo, Japan)
Abrahim H. Khan (Toronto, Canada) Zhuo Xinping (Beijing, China)

THE CONGRESS SECRETARIAT (cs)
chair: Shimazono Susumu (Tokyo, Japan)

Araki Michio (Tokyo, Japan) Nakamaki Hirochika (Osaka, Japan)
Hoshino Eiki (Tokyo, Japan) Oda Yoshiko (Osaka, Japan)
Ichikawa Hiroshi (Tokyo, Japan) Sawai Yoshitsugu (Tokyo, Japan)
Ikezawa Masaru (Tokyo, Japan) Tsukimoto Akio (Tokyo, Japan)
Kanai Shinji (Tokyo, Japan) Tsuruoka Yoshio (Tokyo, Japan)

Mitsuhashi Iwao (Prince Hotel) Sakurai Yoshiaki (JCS)

REGISTRATION

The Congress Secretariat has set up a Registration Desk through a convention agency.
Registration forms and proposals for papers should be sent along with registration fees
to the Registration Desk no later than 30 September 2004:

Registration Desk iahr 2005
c/o Japan Convention Services, Inc. 
Daidoseimei Kasumigaseki Bldg. 18F
1-4-2, Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, Japan 100-0013
fax (81) 3-3508-1695 |  e-mail iahrreg@convention.jp

A Registration form is also available on-line at the Congress website: http://www.l.u-
tokyo. ac.jp/iahr2005/.

registration fees

Registration fees may be paid by credit card or by electronic bank transfer.
Please indicate your method of payment on the Registration Form. On-line payment by
credit card is also available for those using the on-line Registration Form on the Con-
gress website, but payment must be in Japanese Yen. Payment in Yen is also preferred
for bank transfers, though US dollars are also acceptable where this is dif³cult. For
details of payment in dollars, kindly contact the Registration Desk.

Early Registration (1 April to 30 September 2004)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . ¥33,000

Late Registration (1 October to 31 December 2004)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . ¥39,000

On-site Registration (23 to 30 March 2005)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . ¥39,000

Student1— Early Registration (1 April to 30 September 2004)  .  .  .  .  . ¥17,000

Student — Late Registration (1 October to 31 December 2004)  .  .  .  .  . ¥22,000

Student — On-site Registration (23 to 30 March, 2005)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . ¥22,000

Accompanying Person2  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . ¥11,000

Exhibitors3  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . ¥40,000

1 Student participants must send a copy of their Student ID to the Registration Desk by fax or post.
2 Accompanying persons are restricted to immediate family members or close relations. Such persons

may attend academic programs but may not present or respond to papers. They are also welcome to
attend the Reception and Banquet and to take part in excursions by paying the requisite fees:

Accompanying person’s fee for Reception  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . ¥8,000
Accompanying person’s fee for Banquet  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . ¥8,000

3 For exhibitors’ registration, please see further details below.

methods of payment

credit card
American Express, Visa, MasterCard, Diners Club, and JCB are acceptable.

Indicate the card number, name of holder, date of expiration, and total amount to be
charged and submit to the Registration Desk on line, by fax, or by ordinary mail no
later than 30 September (Early Registration) or 31 December 2004 (Late Registration).
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electronic bank transfer

Registration fees may be sent by bank transfer (electronic only, please) to the
following account. Be sure to indicate clearly your name and purpose of payment
(Registration for iahr Congress 2005) in the message ³eld on the remittance form.

bank Sumitomo-Mitsui Banking Corporation
branch Hibiya Branch

account number 8135928
account name iahr tokyo 2005

All bank fees are the responsibility of the registering participant.
Remittances must be completed no later than 30 September 2004 for Early Registra-

tion, and 31 December 2004 for Late Registration. For quick and accurate processing of
your registration, we would appreciate a copy of the bank remittance receipt.

For further details on methods of payment, kindly contact the Registration Desk.

confirmation

Upon receiving your registration and fees, the Registration Desk will post you a
letter of con³rmation with your registration number. Please remember to bring this
letter with you to the Congress venue, as you will need it for the ³nal registration pro-
cedures and to receive your packet of materials.

important deadlines

30 September 2004. Proposals for individual papers, organized panels, symposia
and roundtable sessions, along with corresponding 150-word abstracts are due at the
Registration Desk. Payment of early registration fees. It is important for conveners of
group sessions to ensure that all of their participants are duly registered by this date, as
failing to do so will mean incurring the late registration fee. 

December 2004. Announcement of decisions concerning proposals will be pub-
lished on the website along with an updated Congress Program.

31 December 2004. Late registration. After this date, Registration Fees will have
to be taken care of at the Congress venue.

cancellations

Registrations may be cancelled only if the following conditions are met:
1. A registrant is prohibited from leaving the country due to political unrest or

for reasons of disease control.
2. Permission to attend has been refused by the Congress organizers.
3. Other reasons that the Congress Secretariat determines to be unavoidable or

of suf³cient urgency.

Cancellation must be declared to Registration Desk in writing by letter, fax, or e-mail.
The amount of refund depends on the date of cancellation. Kindly contact the Con-
gress Secretariat for details.

GUIDELINES FOR SUBMISSION OF ABSTRACTS

You may submit abstracts either by ordinary mail on paper, by e-mail, by fax, or by using the
on-line form supplied on the Congress website.

1. All texts must be typed in English. Handwritten texts are not acceptable. (If you wish to
submit an abstract in French, please contact the Congress Secretariat.)

2. The total length of an abstract should not exceed 150 words. Texts exceeding 150 words
may be edited.

3. The following conventions should be observed:
– Underline or italicize foreign words. In the case of electronic or on-line submission,

surround underlined words by <U> and </U> and italicized words by <I> and
</I>(e.g., <U>dharma</U> or <I>dharma</I>).

– Avoid manual hyphenation at the end of lines.
– Do not include tables, graphics, or footnotes.
– Use only standard ascii characters in a Roman font.

4. If you are sending by electronic mail or using the supplied on-line form, please follow
these guidelines.
– Do not use someone else’s e-mail.
– Do not send attached files.
– Use “text format” only in your e-mail.
– Avoid all special, nonstandard characters.

5. If you are sending by ordinary mail, please enclose an original print-out (not a photo
copy) and a 3.5 in. µoppy disk.

– Use a regular typewriter or laser printer. Do not use dot-matrix and avoid any hand-
written corrections.

– Floppy disks should be ms-dos formatted and the files formatted as “plain text.”
– The µoppy disk will not be returned.
– When using the post to submit a proposal, please take into account that ordinary mail

may take anywhere from 4 to 6 weeks.
6. If you are sending by fax:

– Do not use small letters.
– By separate post, mail a 3.5 in. ms-dos formatted µoppy disk to the Congress Secre-

tariat.
7. If you do not use the Registration Form supplied in this brochure or on the Congress

website, observe the following format:
– First Line: type the word “abstract” in upper-case letters.
– New Line: type of presentation (panel, individual paper, symposium, or roundtable).
– New Line: title of the panel, symposium, or roundtable, where applicable.
– New Line: Family name(s), personal name(s), and middle name or initial of the

author. Repeat for each additional author.
– New Line: title of the author’s presentation.
– New Line: blank.
– New Line: text of the abstract.
– New Line: author’s address, unless included in an accompanying Registration Form.
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FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

The Congress Secretariat of the 2005 World Congress of the iahr is making every
effort to secure funds for participants for whom the ³nancial burden of travel and
lodgings would be too great. Because these funds are composed of voluntary donations
from ordinary citizens, it is dif³cult to know in advance how much aid will be avail-
able. For this reason, assistance will be principally granted in the case that the applicant
fails to acquire enough funds from other sources, even though he/she has made every
effort. Also, requests for funding may not be met in full. It is impossible to assure at the
present moment how many grants will be available.

Participants who ful³ll the following conditions are quali³ed to apply for assistance:

1. Must be a resident citizen of Eastern-European countries, CIS, Asia
(excluding Japan, South Korea, Taiwan, and Singapore), Africa, South
and Central America (including Mexico and the Caribbean), or Oceania
(except for Australia and New Zealand).

2. Must agree to present a paper at the Congress and to remain at the venue
for the duration (24–30 March 2005). The paper must be original, previ-
ously unpublished, and up to the standards of academic journals.

3. Must have completed the registration procedure, paid the appropriate
fees, and submitted the required abstract to the Registration Desk during
the period of early registration period (1 April to 30 September 2004).
Applicants for ³nancial aid who cannot afford the registration fee at this
early stage should take up direct contact with the Congress Secretariat.

There are three procedures for appliying for ³nancial assistance:

A. In the case of an applicant invited to participate in a panel, symposium,
or roundtable, the application may be submitted by the organizer.

B. Af³liates of the iahr, in the countries quali³ed for ³nancial assistance,
may recommend a few candidates for assistance. In this case, the presi-
dent or general secretary of the af³liate should make the application.

C. Participants who fall under neither (A) nor (B) may apply individually.
Please note: Documents required for an application for ³nancial assis-
tance differ for each of the above procedures. Contact the Congress Sec-
retariat for details.

Application forms for ³nancial assistance should reach the Congress Secretariat no
later than 31 July 2004. The Congress Secretariat, in collaboration with the Executive
Committee of the iahr, will decide on the awards based on the quality and originality
of the proposals. Awards will be paid at the time of the Congress in Japan, and payment
will be made in Japanese Yen.

Further inquiries regarding ³nancial assistance should be directed to the Congress
Secretariat.

related events

The Congress will include an Opening Ceremony, a General Assembly, and a Closing
Ceremony, which are open to all participants. In addition, a number of iahr business
meetings, including meetings of the Executive Committee and the International Com-
mittee, will be scheduled.

Please note: Should a regional association or any other body or alumni association
wish to arrange a get-together at the Congress, we ask that you contact the Con-
gress Secretariat before 30 September 2004. Every effort will be made to reserve
rooms according to your budget and needs.

The cultural program of the Congress will include special exhibitions, excursions to
religious sites, musical events, book exhibitions, and receptions.

excursions

Participants at the 19th Congress of the iahr 2005 in Tokyo are invited to join
one of the excursions being arranged at a reasonable price. Kindly indicate your prefer-
ences in the appropriate place on the Registration Form.

� Day’s excursion focusing on Japanese religions, traditional and modern
Mt. Takao, Shinnyoen (Tachikawa), and Imperial mausolea (Tama) 

� Day’s excursion focusing on Shintoism and Buddhism in Tokyo
Meiji Shrine, Yasukuni Shrine, and the temple of Sensõ-ji

� Day’s excursion to Kawasaki and Yokohama
Kawasaki Daishi Temple, Yokohama China Town, foreigners’ cemetary, and
the Emperor Guan Temple

� Day’s excursion focusing on medieval Kamakura
Great Buddha, Tsurugaoka Shrine, and the temples of Kenchõ-ji, Enkaku–ji

The price for all the above excursions is ¥6,800 each. Only those who reserve and pay
for participation in a particular excursion prior to 31 December 2004 can be guaranteed
a place. After that, participation will depend on available vacancies.

exhibitions

Book sellers, publishers, software designers, and others are invited to exhibit their
products at the Congress site. Those who wish to exhibit materials, in particular those
who have special needs, should contact the Congress Secretariat for details before 30
September 2004. The minimum fee for an exhibit, which includes a desk and two
chairs, is ¥40,000. Other furnishings are available for an additional fee.

After contacting the Congress Secretariat, prospective exhibitors need to submit the
following information, along with the relevant fees, to the Registration Desk no later
than 31 December 2004:

[1] Name of Company [2] Name of the person in charge [3] Mailing address [4] Tele-
phone and Fax numbers [5] e-mail address [6] Nature of the exhibit (e.g., books)
[7] Requirements for the exhibition



15 16

ACCOMMODATIONS

The proposed site of the congress, the Takanawa Prince Hotel, is a ³ve-minutes walk
from Shinagawa Station, approximately one hour by train from the Tokyo (Narita)
International Airport. The surrounding area is one of the busiest in Tokyo, and fea-
tures a variety of accommodations, from luxury hotels to more economical hotels.

home stays

The Congress Secretariat has arranged different kinds of “home stays” at afford-
able prices. Several religious groups make facilities available for guests from overseas,
and a number of private citizens have volunteered to house a guest during the time of
the Congress. The number of such accommodations is limited, so we encourage those
who are interested to take up contact with the Congress Secretariat as soon as possible.

accommodations

If you need us to make accommodation arrangements for you, kindly ³ll in the
Accommodations Form and send it, together with your deposit, to the Registration
Desk. You may do this on-line, by e-mail, by fax, or through ordinary post. A form is
also available on the web site of the Congress, together with the general Registration
Form. Accommodations will be allocated on a ³rst-come, ³rst-served basis.

A ¥5,000 deposit (plus ¥500 handling charge) per person is required to secure your
reservation. Details are available on Accommodations Form. The procedures for pay-
ment are the same as that for general registration explained earlier in this brochure.

The Accommodations Form and deposit must be received by the Registration Desk
no later than 31 December 2004. Upon receipt, the Registration Desk will send you by
fax or mail a formal Hotel Con³rmation. You will need to show this document when
you check in, so please remember to bring it along. Please note:

– Reservations can only be made for stays of two or more nights.

– The balance and extra charges must be settled directly with the hotel at
the time of check out.

– The deposit is not transferable to another party.

cancellations

Cancellations must be requested of the Registration Desk in writing by letter,
fax or e-mail. A cancellation fee may apply, depending on the date it is made:

Cancellation received 4 days prior to reserved date � No cancellation fee.

Cancellation received 1 to 3 days prior to reserved date � 20% of 1 night’s charge

Cancellation received on the reserved date prior to check-in time � 50% of 1 night’s charge.

Cancellation received after the check-in time of the reserved date� full day’s charge

Please note that refunds on deposits may be made after the Congress. All transaction
fees, however, will be charged to the participant.

CONTACT ADDRESSES

All suggestions, opinions, and questions concerning the Congress should be directed to: 

Prof. Shimazono Susumu, President of the jars
Congress Secretariat of the 19th World Congress of the iahr
Department of Religious Studies
Faculty of Letters
University of Tokyo
7-3-1, Hongo, Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo, 113-0033 japan
tel (81) 3-5841-3765 fax (81) 3-5841-3888 e-mail iahr@l.u-tokyo.ac.jp
congress website http://www.l.u-tokyo.ac.jp/iahr2005/

All registration forms, proposals for papers, fee payments, accommodations forms,
and inquiries concerning registration procedures should be directed to:

Registration Desk iahr 2005
c/o Japan Convention Services, Inc. (jcs)
Daidoseimei Kasumigaseki Bldg. 18F
1-4-2, Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, 100-0013 japan
tel (81) 3-3508-1229 fax (81) 3-3508-1695 e-mail iahrreg@convention.jp

GETTING AROUND
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