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6. TR

3.4.2 Ruby Annotations & 53415 Tarma
The word ruby (or rubi) refers to a particular method of glossing runs of text which is and Glosses
common in East Asian scripts. In horizontally-oriented text, ruby annotations typically » 3.4.3
appear above the text being glossed, while in vertical runs of text they may appear to Equivalents and
the left or right, or both, also oriented vertically. An English example of a ruby Descriptions
annotation might look like this: Home

ti: 1; ar

TEI

In Japanese, furigana (3RD1R4%) ruby annotations are often used to provide pronunciation guidance for
readers; characters from the largely phonetic hiragana or katakana syllabaries accompany Chinese
characters, like this:
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Figure 3.1. The first line of a news story from NHK News Web Easy intended for Japanese
learners, in which every word composed of Chinese characters has a ruby gloss.

Pinyin ruby annotations are also used in Chinese to provide pronunciation guidance, and Zhuyin (£&)
phonetic symbols (commonly known as bopomofo) are used in Taiwan for the same purpose.

The TEI schema provides many different ways of encoding glosses and annotations, from the simple and
flexible note element to a native implementation of the Web Annotation Data Model (16.11 Annotations).
However, ruby is a particular, distinct, and widely-used form of annotation that appears in script, print,
calligraphy, and web pages, and the TEI therefore provides specific elements for it:

<ruby> (ruby container) contains a passage of base text along with its associated ruby gloss(es).
<rb> (ruby base) contains the base text annotated by a ruby gloss.

<rt> (ruby text) contains a ruby text, an annotation closely associated with a passage of the main
text.
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