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This study examined whether object-based attentional selection would depend on observers' awareness of objects, using objects
defined by perceptual completion. As an indicator of object-based attention, we studied occurrence of the same-object advantage. In
Experiment 1, the same-object advantage occurred due to the automatic spreading process of attention within the objects that
observers were aware of. However, the same-object advantage was not found in Experiment 2, in which observers were unaware of
the objects. These results cast two important suggestions that the intensity of object representations can be influenced by observers'
awareness of objects, and that visual attention can operate in an object-based manner only when observers are aware of objects.
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