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When two targets are displayed in rapid succession within 200-500 ms, detection/identification for the second target is impaired. This
phenomenon, the attentional blink (AB), is apparent at the presentation rate of about 100 ms/item. M. C. Potter, A. Staub, and D. H.
O’Connor (2002) found that the second target won the competition for attentional resources when the two targets were presented
consecutively over a brief period (53 ms). The present study investigated the period of competition for attention between targets by
using the triple-target task. Results indicated that competition for attention continued up to 107 ms, as long as targets were presented
successively, which suggests that attentional competition is not restricted to an absolute period of 53 ms. Comparison between the

previous studies and the present study is also discussed.
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Figure 1. Mean percentage correct Figure 2. Mean percentage correct

responses in Experiment 1A. responses in Experiment 1B.
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Figure 3. Mean percentage correct
responses in Experiment 2
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Figure 4. Comparisons of mean percentage
correct responses across three studies.
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