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The purpose of this study was to investigate the role of phonological information in proofreading in Japanese skilled readers. Morita
and Tamaoka (2002) showed that participants responded faster to pseudohomophones than to control nonwords, suggesting that
phonological information of the pseudohomophone facilitated retrieval of the correct word in the Japanese proofreading task. This
homophone effect is assumed to be the result of verification between a pseudohomophone and the corresponding correct word. The
phonological process included in the proofreading task was further investigated with regard to predictability and word frequency of
the corresponding correct word. Predictability of the correct word did not seem to have strong influence on the homophone effect. The
homophone effect was especially large when the correct word was frequent.
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Table 1. Mean reaction times and mean error rates to

pseudohomophones and control nonwords in high predictable
sentences and low predictable sentences.
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High predictability Low predictability

RT Error rate RT Error rate

(ms) (%) (ms) (%)
Pseudohomophone 1980 11.0 1950 4.8
Control 2195 5.8 2165 1.6
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Table 2. Mean reaction times and mean error rates to

pseudohomophones and control nonwords in high frequency group
and low frequency group.
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High frequency Low frequency

RT Errorrate  RT Error rate

(ms) (%) (ms) (%)
Pseudohomophone 1912 7.3 2018 8.3
Control 2336 4.7 2023 2.6
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