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In one task a perfectly symmetric pattern was searched among partly asymmetric patterns, while in another task a partly asymmetric
pattern was searched among perfectly symmetric patterns. Partial search asymmetry was found between the two tasks; the RT in the
symmetry search task was significantly smaller than in that in the asymmetry search task on the target absent trials; there was no clear

search asymmetry on the target present trials.
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Figure 1. Figure 1 illustrates the search reaction times as functions of
the display size. AsymPres stands for the target present condition of
the asymmetry search, AsymAbs for the target absent condition of the
asymmetry search, SymPres for the target present condition of the
symmetry search, and SymAbs for the target absent condition of the
symmetry search.
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Table 1. Reaction times in the asymmetry and symmetry search
conditions.

Display Asymmetry  Asymmetry Symmetry  Symmetry
Size Present Absent Present Absent

1 784 863 726 769

2 947 1098 914 992

4 1111 1456 1139 1334
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