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The behavioral responses made by three-year-olds from two East Asian cultural groups, Japan and China, were observed when they
solved three puzzles. Participants were Japanese (n = 20) and Chinese (n = 25) nursery school children. Behavioral indices observed
were five actions, three verbal expressions, and five facial expressions. The results showed that Chinese children displayed more
behavioral responses than Japanese children. In cross-cultural psychology, East Asian cultures have often been compared with
European cultures. However, these results show that children from different East Asian countries are different from each other,
suggesting that East Asian cultures are more complex than had been assumed in previous studies.
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