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It is well known that face draws visual attention, yet its interactions with other objects in natural scenes are not well understood. Here
the author examined eye movements during free observations of natural scenes containing human figures, with systematically
controlling faces and hands. The faces were fixated as fast as a salient central object in scenes without human figure. In general, the
hands were fixated after faces. The critical finding was that fixations to hands were modulated by other objects. The hands were
fixated more often and quickly when they were looked at by the owner, or when the hands interacted with other objects (e.g., playing
piano). The results indicated that interactions among objects are critical to guide visual attention while observing human figures.
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