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Abstract: It is anachronistic to think of ancient (pre-imperial) Chinese texts in the
way we think of modern texts. Early Chinese writings were not single, discrete
artifacts, composed by a single person at a singular time. Instead, they were
composite artifacts created from larger repertoires of themes and expressions, and
without any emphasis on original authorship. As such, texts existed in multiple
parallel versions and changed dynamically over time. It was only with the imperial
state and its institutions—the imperial academy;, library, and official channels of
debate and communication—that texts were gradually consolidated into fixed
entities attributed to individual authors. In pursuing the formation of ancient Chinese
textuality, the lecture will also draw on comparisons with the ancient Near East and
the Graeco-Roman world.



