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“Chinese Philosophy as World Philosophy” Z B T RS

“Chinese philosophy as a world philosophy” can mean two related yet different phenomena.

First, it can mean Chinese philosophy as a philosophy from China, among philosophies from other parts
of the world, such as Indian philosophy and Japanese philosophy. In this sense, we can find it in such
places as the Oxford Handbook of World Philosophy, where “world philosophy” means philosophies in
various parts and traditions of the world. In this sense, one could think of the panda in China and the
koala in Australia as its counterparts in the animal kingdom. Second, “Chinese philosophy as a world
philosophy” stands for an ambitious movement to place Chinese philosophy, mainly Confucianism,
Daoism, Mohism, Chinese Buddhism, etc., on the world stage, not as an geographic cultural
representation, but as a philosophy whose relevance extends beyond its geographic origin, to be studied,
examined, developed, and advanced anywhere in the world as an cross-cultural enterprise. In this sense,
one can think of Greek philosophy (e.g., Plato, Aristotle) as a counterpart of “Chinese philosophy as a
world philosophy.” These two meanings of “Chinese philosophy as a world philosophy” are related in that
“Chinese philosophy as a world philosophy” in the second sense nevertheless has its roots in “Chinese
philosophy as a world philosophy” in the first sense. My discussion in the essay is primarily focused on the
second sense, even though I will touch relate my discussion to the first sense when needed.

In this presentation, I will argue for three points. The first point is on the need for making Chinese
philosophy a world philosophy. In a global area, cultural competence has become necessary for people to
function well in the world and Chinese philosophy is an important tool for people to acquire cultural
competence. The second point is that doing comparative philosophy is the most important way to study,
examine and develop Chinese philosophy as a world philosophy. As a cultural bridge, comparative
philosophy is not merely a “philosophy of comparison.” More importantly, it is a comparative study of
philosophy, or more accurately, comparatively philosophizing. Third, in order to promote Chinese
philosophy as a world philosophy, we should not overemphasize the importance of the connection between
philosophy and history. As a cultural product, philosophy cannot be separated from history. Yet, how much
knowledge of history is needed in order to understand a philosophy is a matter of degree. As important as
1t 1s, overemphasizing the historical contexts makes it difficult for beginners to learn Chinese philosophy.
A good balance is needed. Finally, I will use harmony (Ae) as an example to show how Chinese philosophy

can make important contributions to advancing world philosophy in this global area.
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