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The Influence of Family Type on Support of

National Pension System:
Focusing on the familism of the Japanese welfare state”

Ildeung NA
(Senshu University)

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to examine Japanese people’s welfare attitude about benefits and costs
of the National Pension System and to analyze its determinants. I focus on the influence of type of
family, which means who lives with whom, and analyze the relationship between familism in the
Japanese welfare state and people’s consciousness. For the dependent variable, I operationalized
people’s welfare attitude about the National Pension System as “high benefit/high cost” and “low
benefit/low cost.” In order to explain the difference between people’s welfare attitude, I proposed three
hypotheses. Each hypothesis focuses on income, education, and type of family. The result of analyzing
2015 SSM data shows that income has no effect on people’s welfare attitude, but in the young age
group, higher educational attainment has an effect on supporting high-benefit/high-cost, and in the
middle and advanced age group, living with adult children has an effect on supporting
low-benefit/low-cost. The implications of the result are the following. Firstly, in order to promote the
social security system by gaining people’s support, it needs to promote the understanding of the utility
and significance of the social security system, especially in the younger generation. Secondly, however,
since the Japanese welfare state has familism features, it is necessary to design and operate the social

security system more carefully so that the burden on the younger generation would not be too heavy.

Key words: National Pension System, welfare attitude, familism, national burden
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