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Change in Gender Role Attitudes of Women and Their Life
Course

Chihiro Hosokawa

(Tokyo Metropolitan University)

Abstract

This paper aims to analyze the general tendency of gender-role attitudes with a special focus on
women's attitudes, and attempts to clarify the relationship between these variables and employment.
First, I analyzed the general tendency of gender-role attitudes using SSM data from 1985 to 2015.
On conducting inter-time comparisons, the positive responses tended to decrease. However, in the
2015 survey, I found that the effects of individual attributes (age, educational status, type of
employment), which had been pointed out in the previous study, were becoming less visible.

Next, I examined the relationship between women’s employment and their attitudes. In this paper,
I considered women’s employment as an occupational career, created the life course variable, and
conducted analyses. I used SSM data from 2015 to create variables, analyze employment conditions
at the time of life events such as marriage and childbirth, and categorize the life course. The analysis
resulted in categorization into four patterns: “Continuation of employment,” “Reemployment
(youngest child’s birth),”  “Reemployment (youngest child turned 6 years of age),” and
“Housewife.”

An analysis of the relationship between life course variables and gender-role attitudes showed that
negative responses would not necessarily increase even for “Continuation of employment.” Based on
these results, I concluded that women’s employment and attitudes did not necessarily coincide with

each other and that there might be a gap between the two variables.

Keywords: gender-role attitudes, life course, woman
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