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The Determinants of Class Identification in Postwar Japan:
Focus on Reference Group and Intra-Generational Mobility

Aram Kwon
(Waseda University)

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to investigate the relationship between reference group,
intra-generational mobility, and class identification using SSM data from 1955 to 2015. We
specifically examine two different measures of reference groups: relative status of the entire
Japanese society and relative income of a subgroup comprising members of the same age and
education level. We also use two different measures of intra-generational mobility: occupational and
income mobility. The findings are as follows: 1) higher status in reference groups had a positive
effect on class identification in 1995, 2005, and 2015; 2) upward occupational mobility had a
negative effect on class identification in 1965; and 3) downward income mobility had a positive
effect on class identification in 2005 and 2015. These results suggest that relative factors such as
reference group and intra-generational mobility are important determinants of class identification

especially after 1995.

Keywords: class identification, reference group, intra-generational mobility, relative status





