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Who can keep working and continue to take care of a child?

Kenji Agata
(Doshisha University)

Abstract

This paper explores the factors that enable women to keep working while raising children by using the
2015 SSM survey data. The analysis was based on the work history of women aged 20 to 49 years old. It
shows that the following factors pushed the respondents to continue working even after they gave birth to their
last child: women whose academic background is university/graduate school, women whose first employment
status is manager/self-employed, women whose first job is professionals, husband's low income, and
respondents’ mothers were working when respondents were 15-years-old. In contrast, respondents who live in
a prefecture where the social childcare support (it is measured by the number of children waitlisted) is weak
decreases the probability of continuing to work when respondents gave birth to their last child. According to
the result of multinomial logistic regression analysis, living in a prefecture where the social childcare support
is weak promotes leaving job before the birth of the last child rather than continuing to work. This fact implies
that social childcare support has more effects other than direct support to continue working i.e., promoting
effect for the motivation to continuous work.

Key words: continuing to work, the number of the waiting-list children, social childcare support
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