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A Descriptive Analysis of Higher Education Dropouts’

Occupational Careers

Minami SHIMOSEGAWA
(Graduate School of Education, University of Tokyo)

Recently, social attention has focused on higher education dropouts given their increasing rate
and the economic problems confronting students. However, the actual situation of higher education
dropouts has not been clarified in several aspects one of them being “subsequent situation” after
dropout. Although previous studies, focusing on the timing of labor market entry and shift to regular
employment, have clarified that such timing tends to be delayed based on graduates, merely
experiencing such events is not an individual career goal. Therefore, this study aims to explore features
of dropouts’ careers or difficulties they face by focusing on the descriptive statistics of their
occupational history data.

The analysis clarifies that the ratio of regular employment during their entire career is slightly
smaller in male dropouts, although typical male dropouts’ careers do not significantly differ from high
school graduates and university graduates. However, ratios of non-regular employment and
un-employed are larger among female dropouts, therefore, it is inferred that the effect of dropout on
occupational career is more critical for female dropouts. In addition, even if male and female dropouts
have only regular employment experience, their careers may not necessarily be considered stable given
the possibility that they may move from one company to another. Considering such difficult situations
are more frequently observed than among high school graduates, Japan may also support the

positioning of higher education dropouts as previous studies suggest based on signaling theory.

Keywords: Higher education dropout, occupational careers
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