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Effects of Household Income on Educational Attainment
A Comparison of Prospective and Retrospective Approaches

HIRASAWA Kazushi
(Hokkaido University)

Most educational attainment studies are based on a retrospective approach as Song and Mare (2015)
discussed, wherein respondents report socioeconomic information regarding their families of
orientation. This approach, however, does not explain their household income during their childhood
because they cannot report it precisely. Conversely, the prospective approach wherein respondents
report their children’s educational attainment possesses methodological advantages because it
distinguishes respondents’ household income as their children’s economic background. SSM data for
2015 indicates that respondents’ household income affects the educational attainment of children born
between 1987 and 1995, controlling other social background variables. This is consistent with
retrospective approach results, employing subjective living standards during childhood.

Keywords: household income, subjective living standard, educational attainment, prospective approach





