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Qualitative Differences in Junior High School Selection: The Effects of Inequality

on Educational Attainment

HAMAMOTO, Shinichi

Rikkyo University

This paper aims to show the effects of elite national and private junior high school attendance
on educational attainment. The expansion of postsecondary education has been accompanied by
qualitative differences emerging at each educational transition point. In this paper, we focus mainly
on the inequality of junior high school selection (elite national or private as opposed to public) and
track the effects of this selection through junior high school level to the postsecondary transition.

The findings of the empirical analysis show: (1) after controlling for the effect of geography,
the social class background of the family affects the likelihood of attending an elite national or
private junior high school, (2) after controlling for the effect of junior high school choice, the family
background affects the likelihood of achieving a prestigious track into higher education, and (3)
these inequality patterns have been stable since the post-war generation. Family background and its
influence on junior high school transition have affected educational attainment directly and
indirectly for an entire generation.

The proportion of students studying at elite national and private junior high school has been
on the increase. Moreover, an increasing proportion of public schools now use entrance exams in
order to select their students. We can, therefore, expect more 12-year-old students to face selection,
and we should pay more attention to the important relationship between social stratification and
junior high school selection.

Key words: educational inequality, national and private junior high schools, qualitative differences
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