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54 W4 FELHIOT - BEEOMR - R L OFJE & ARSI EAR DR

ST 4 TlE, ZNETORIIC L TRBIN TV, FELHOT - 1] - fRE DOFE,
DFEVFELOFELEFABET D LICRDMRE L VBRI T 2 & & bic, Mg
AeEZOND NSHBEOET JETA ] OBELHLNTT D,

IMTRERITIR IR T, Zhaid e, FBICKEALL T+ LEE] [15 mikF
BT A PO TRLEREETHE 2o E e, TR TFEFE) b —EoMESE
THEL R T, F2, 7 DL, ETNAVORBIREREN EH LTS, 7208, TEE
OB LR IIAR L TR b ot, ZHIERIEY . TBEE) &V ) EERO mL L
BEZoNDHEMETIE RS, #LOFEL, HOLWITFEDLOLMELEDREN, €7 /1 Bralc
TETDHEVWI A= RLBHERTE D, ZORITKRDHT 5 THMIMFTT 5,

F72. 11955~64 A BEOHAEa—FR— ¥ I —X. 1 Z TRIZETHETHD Z &
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K8 FELHOF B - FREDRBELEBEXILERDHREICEB L
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— Sk 19754F 19854F 19954F 20054 20154F
Exp(B) Exp(B) Exp(B) Exp(B) Exp(B)
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BY, G~ v a I FRETEVZOEAVRRE N, SiE~vrva s, FETEYIE
B~OFRNOY A7 B@NEBEZLNDIH, 29 LIEEREEOHREOERIZIL, 5
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e 19754F 19854F 19954F 20054 20154
FR L BB Exp(B) Exp(B) Exp(B) Exp(B) Exp(B)
1905~ 144 H 4= — — —
1915~ 244E H 4= — — —
1925~344E H 4= — — —
1935~ 444F H 4= — — — 1315 792
HAEZ—F—b  1945~544FH%E (Ref.) — — -
1955~ 644 Hi 4= — — — 801 807
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1975~ 844E H 4= — — — 611 7 560 1
e NOBSOARE A SRR -~ 487
PERI] = T — 1269 ¢ ] 1115
e S LS S Y A ) — — — 3.139 #kx D056 *k*
RS D1 L7 — — — 459 1.527
181 AT D1 L[F & — — — 1.492 1.369
o 155 A D LR — — — 601 * 703
BAEIRA 1% L — — — 1.177 1.970 *
KRNI (BB — — — 1171 *** 1207
FEEEEN BRI OB e e, e 2228 ** 2066 %
o FERE (PO — — — 3.945 #Hx 3489 ik
R EEPEGET A 2203 IOl
_ AN B RS A=277) — — — 1.009 1.019
—ggx&w LI U5 7 7) _ _ — 999 1.002
I e e ek (S B — — — 1.169 * 1.045
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N — — — 1,774 1,594

*HE: p<.001, ¥*: p<.01, *: p<.05, T: p<.10
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Transformation in the Social Meaning of Piano Ownership in Japan:

Prestige, Education, and Luxury

INOUE Kimihito

Hosei University

This paper examines the transformation in the social meaning of piano ownership among
Japanese families. In the decades after World War 1II, as their price declined dramatically, more and
more Japanese families bought pianos. Previous studies have identified cultural capital, lifestyle,
education and gender as factors in piano ownership. However, other factors have also been shown to
be important, including a household’s economic affluence, living arrangements, the establishment of
a mass production system and sales network for pianos, the availability of relevant educational
resources, and the product characteristics of the pianos themselves. Our analysis found that social
class and socioeconomic factors were decreasingly important in defining piano ownership.
Consequently, the social meaning of piano ownership has transformed, first from a meaning
associated with prestige to one associated with education, and second from a meaning associated
with education to one associated with luxury hobbies. These findings do not mean that piano
ownership has lost its meaning as an indicator of a family’s cultural environment, but we should now
focus on piano performance ability as a better indicator of embodied cultural capital. On the other
hand, focusing on objectified cultural capital, we should differentiate between “acoustic” and

“non-acoustic” pianos.

Key words: piano, cultural capital, social meaning
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