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Changes to the Structure of Household Expenditure on Extracurricular Education:

An Examination of the SSM-2005 and SSM-2015 Data

Mondo TSUMURA

Kobe Gakuin University

There have been a number of changes in circumstances surrounding extracurricular education
over the last 10 years. First, the content and methods of extracurricular education have become more
and more diverse. Second, the time children spend outside school has increased owing to the
five-day school week. Third, public support for household expenditure on education has increased.
Fourth, attention has been drawn to the impact of costs for extracurricular education on academic
performance. In light of these circumstances, this article examines what changes have occurred to
the structure of household expenditure on extracurricular education.

Four hypotheses are tested in this study. (1)The effect of household income on levels of
expenditure on extracurricular education has enhanced. (2)The effect of cultural factors on levels of
expenditure on extracurricular education has enhanced. (3)The effect of parents’ awareness of
education on levels of expenditure on extracurricular education has enhanced. (4)The effect of
parents’ experience of activities outside school on levels of expenditure on extracurricular education
has enhanced.

As a result of analysis, changes to the structure of household expenditure on extracurricular
education in the last 10 years are partially verified. Rather, this research reveals the stability of the
structure of household expenditure on extracurricular education over that period. Factors influencing
household expenditure on extracurricular education, such as household income, the mother's
educational background, and the “academic-oriented attitude” of parents, appear to have been

consistent in their significant effects.

Key words: expenditure on extracurricular education, household budgets of families with small

children, social class divisions





