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Effects of Status Tracks on Women’s Class

Identification:

From Viewpoint of Class Reproduction”

Sohei Aramaki
(Japan Women’s University)

Abstract

Most previous studies on class identification of females mainly focus on the valid
definition of women’s social status per se or on the measurement of the importance of women’s
occupations, as compared to those of their husbands, on their own class identification. The
research subjects of these studies are mostly limited to married couples, and they do not pay
attention to situational life-stage changes. Therefore, this study analyzes data of the 2015 Social
Stratification and Social Mobility Survey (SSM) in Japan, mainly focusing on (1) the changes of
factor constitution caused by the respondents’ shifting life stages, (2) the effects of status tracks,
which are formed by parental status, the respondents’ educational credentials, their own job
career, and their spouses’ status, on their own class identification, and (3) factors regarding their
attitudes toward the educational attainment of the children, which is in itself an important factor
concerning the status attainment of the next generation.

The main findings are as follow: (1) in the case of young or non-married women, their
own current jobs have a positive association with class identification, (2) among middle-aged
married women with children, the educational credentials of their parents and their own job
careers have significant effects on class identification, and (3) the factors of both class
identification and attitude toward children’s educational attainment are different, and we do not
accept the assumption that the former has a positive effect on the latter. These results indicate
that it is effective to investigate the association between class assessment methods and personal

networks.

Key words: class identification, attitude toward children’s educational attainment, class

assessment criterion
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