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H#2010s 1. 709 0.778 0. 028 HE2010s 0. 865 0.424 0. 042
i i
16-19 -3.233 0.109 0. 000 15-19 -3. 403 0.090 0. 000
20-24 -0. 696 0. 049 0. 000 20-24 -0, 697 0.038 0. 000
25-29 M 25-29 /3
30-34 -0. 662 0. 090 0. 000 30-34 -0,712 0. 070 0. 000
35-39 -1.084 0.137 0. 000 35-39 -1.137 0. 106 0. 000
Hk -1.903 0. 056 0. 000 qk -1. 454 0. 045 0. 000
A (AR
S S
L (F3s) i L (&%) i
M (G - JEKER) -0. 169 0.152 0. 266 M (R - EAE) 0.076 0.164 0. 642
H (kE) ~0. 065 0.193 0. 736 H (k) 0. 202 0.208 0.330
F F
1960s e 1960s e
1970s -0.027 0. 059 0. 644 1970s -0.101 0.072 0. 160
1980s -0.339 0. 066 0. 000 1980s -0, 444 0. 081 0. 000
1990s -0.708 0.074 0. 000 1990s -0.815 0. 092 0. 000
2000s 0. 890 0.092 0. 000 2000s -1.039 0.114 0. 000
2010s -0.5672 0.136 0. 000 2010s 0. 663 0. 166 0. 000
ZEHE X 4 ZEHE X 4
M#1970s 0. 248 0. 182 0.174 ME1970s 0.253 0.199 0.203
Ni1980s 0. 478 0.178 0,007 ME1980s 0,511 0.195 0,009
ME1990s 0. 386 0. 186 0. 038 MEL890s 0. 397 0. 206 0. 052
M#2000s 0. 350 0.202 0. 083 ME2000s 0.298 0,227 0.191
ME2010s 0. 459 0.278 0. 098 ME2010s -0.119 0. 354 0. 737
1#1970s 0. 148 0.223 0. 505 H#1970s 0. 286 0.239 0.230
HH#1980s 0.211 0.219 0.336 H#1980s 0.288 0.237 0.225
1#1990s 0.020 0. 223 0. 930 H#1990s 0.017 0.244 0.944
H#2000s 0. 344 0,226 0.128 HE2000s 0. 400 0.249 0. 108
H#2010s 0. 026 0. 270 0.922 H#2010s -0. 085 0.304 0.781
b b
15-19 -4. 614 0.156 0. 000 15-19 -5.183 0,238 0. 000
20-24 -0.970 0. 039 0. 000 20-24 -1.076 0. 046 0. 000
25-29 xm 25-29 i
30-34 -0. 676 0. 067 0. 000 30-34 -0, 547 0.075 0. 000
35-39 -1.286 0.112 0. 000 35-39 -1.224 0.129 0. 000
a5 -1.694 0. 050 0. 000 a5 -2.031 0. 060 0. 000
W 83, 126 83,734
FoE IN S 8,230 8,230
BRRERK 0.118 0.1209
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Marital Behavior of Japanese Women since the 1960s

Junya Tsutsui
(Ritsumeikan University)

Abstract

This study addresses the problem of late marriage in Japan by statistical descriptions of
the marital behavior of Japanese women from the 1960s to the 2010s. Most previous studies on
marital behavior have examined the two sides of marital behavior separately, namely, marriage
timing and mate selection or homogamy. This study instead analyzes both sides of marital
behavior simultaneously. Further, using detailed job information on marriage partners at the
timing of the marriage, the choice between marriage to a high-status partner, low-status partner,
or staying unmarried is explained by factors such as the respondents' educational background
and age. A series of multinomial logistic regression yielded the following findings. Late
marriage from the 1960s to the 1980s can be explained by the decrease in marriages to
low-status partners by women with high school degrees. Late marriage since the 1990s can be
explained by the decrease in marriages to high-status partners by women with college degrees.
A compositional effect was also found in the decrease of high school graduates who were
relatively tolerant of marriage to low-status men and the increase of college graduates who have
consistently rejected marriage to low-status men. Notwithstanding this popularization of higher
education among women, the provision of high-status men has been rather constant; thus, the
mismatch in the marriage market has led to late marriage.

Keywords: Late marriage, marriage timing, mate selection





