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Analysis of the Quality of Data for Offspring Generation

Shohei Yoda
(National Institute of Population and Social Security Research)

Abstract

This paper assesses the quality of data for offspring generation of SSM2015 respondents.
In the 2015 survey, respondents were asked questions about their offspring’s characteristics. Data
on respondents’ offspring, however, could be distorted and not representative of their generation
or birth cohort. The distortion mainly arises from two factors. The first is cohort mortality: cohort
members who died before the survey date were necessarily omitted from the survey population.
Data on their children would also be uniformly missing because children can be reported only if
they have surviving parents. Second, children in older birth cohorts are likely to have a younger
mother, resulting in a lack of representativeness in terms of the parent’s age at giving birth. This
study used data from the Human Mortality Database and Vital Statistics to evaluate the potential
distortions due to the missing data mentioned above. Several strategies for analyzing the offspring

generation data of the SSM2015 are discussed in the last section.

Keywords: generation, cohort mortality, births at early age





