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Re-examination of social stratification theory from the

perspective of demographic transformation*

Sawako Shirahase
(The University of Tokyo)

Abstract
This paper discusses the importance of considering demographic transformation, represented by the
decline in fertility and aging population, when examining social stratification in contemporary Japan.
It compares the pattern in determining class identification across different age groups. It was found
that the basic pattern in the elderly and working-age people in determining attitudes toward social
stratification more or less similar. However, the elderly are likely to be influenced by not only their
gender and income level but also their children’s educational attainment. The results suggest that it is
particularly important to consider household structure (whom they reside with), income package (the
main source of income), and their children’s attributes when examining elderly people’s attitudes
toward social stratification. Ageing population brings a change in the income package of the household.
Particularly for the very old people aged 70 and over, public pension accounts for more than 80 percent
of household income, and assets are also important in explaining the degree of economic well-being
for them. Further, never-married people aged 50 and over were also examined, and there is a large
gender gap in their socio-economic status. Never-married men are more likely to earn a low income
and have a low educational level than married men. On the other hand, never-married women are more

likely to earn a high income and have a high educational level than married women.

Keywords: decline in fertility and aging population, attitudes toward social stratification, income

package, assets
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