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National Survey of Life and Work in Japan:

A report on the survey design and the research procedure "
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Abstract

This article provides a summary of the way in which the national survey of life and work
in Japan was undertaken. This survey was basically designed to measure the situations of
inequality and stratification among immigrants with foreign nationality who reside in Japan.
This survey was implemented as a pilot-survey of inequality among immigrants in Japan to gain
some insights on what kinds of problems we would be confronted with when conducting the
survey targeting immigrants. This article reports several points as follows: the reasons for
conducting this questionnaire survey, the sampling procedure and the survey methods, the
response rates, the way in which we designed the questionnaire, data cleaning and the coding
procedures for responses in open-ended questions. We discuss what problems occurred to our
survey and how we coped with those problems. Our attempts to implement the nationwide
survey for immigrants in Japan will help other researchers to conduct the similar type of survey

in the future.

Keywords: immigrants, survey method, research design
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