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41 FNBEEO (KZE) EOIXYFUIHNEOREEDLER
YFUTE IVFUT%
REFELEH) RE (RHBED) %2 REFE(NEH) RE (i BED) 22
n 133 2656 131 131
PR 33.923 **¥ 0.171
Bt 119 89.5% 1726 65.0% 117 89.3% 119 91.6%
Lik 14 10.5% 930 35.0% 14 10.7% 12 8.4%
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The College Dropouts’ Transition from School to
Workplace in Japanese Society after World War 11:
A Comparative Controlled Study using Propensity Score

Matching ’

Takayuki SUGASAWA
(Doshisha University)

Abstract

Recent years have seen more and more college students dropping out before graduation.
This phenomenon has led to an increase of researches on college dropouts. Not least due to the
difficulty in approaching the subject people, however, researches on the reality of how college
dropouts form their careers have remained scarce. In this study, we undertake a comparative
controlled study of college dropouts, college graduates, and high school graduates who did not
move on to colleges, examining the effect of dropout experiences on the early stages of their
careers. In order to control the selection bias, we applied propensity score matching method.
Further, for the understanding of the trend of employment situations over the years, we divided
our target people into three groups of generations by their birth years considering the
college-going rates of high school graduates: 1935-1954, 1955-1974, and 1975-1994.

The findings are as follows. Up until the period of high economic growth, there was no
substantial difference among the college dropouts, college graduates, and high school graduates
in terms of the ratio of those who found non-regular employment as first job. During the bubble
economy period, however, the percentage of college dropouts taking non-regular employment
skyrocketed, resulting in the clear disparity of non-regular employment rates among college
dropouts, college graduates, and high school graduates. This trend strengthened after the bubble
economy collapsed. We also found that compared to college graduates, opportunities were
limited for college dropouts to find specialist jobs, managerial jobs, and white-collar jobs at
large firms. These results suggest that there consistently existed throughout the post-war period

a “social stigma” that the dropping out from colleges affects the early career stages.

Keywords: college dropout, the transition from school to workplace, propensity score matching,

generational comparison

* The study was supported by JSPS KAKENHI Grant Number JP25000001, 16K13550.



