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The logic of regional farmers regarding the preservation of
urban agricultural land:
A study based on the agricultural park concept in Tama New Town, Tokyo

OKADA, Wataru

Recently, efforts to make urban farmland sustainable through maintenance management based
on collaboration between citizens, experts, and local farmers have attracted widespread attention.
However, disagreements occurring between new supporters, who are regarded as significant, and
farmers, who have historically been using the farmland, have resulted in poor outcomes. This paper
presents, in part, how farmers characterize farmlands, based on cases where collaborations have
generally been regarded as a failure.

In the process of developing Tama New Town, the concept of an agricultural park presented by
farmers and experts attracted widespread attention. However, this concept was derailed because of
the farmers’ withdrawal of their cooperation. To comprehend the background of this withdrawal, the
authors analyzed the history of the farmers’ quotidian activities. Results clarified that for farmers, the
maintenance of the land with its deeply engrained history of space was significant, and participation in

or withdrawal from collaboration were independent trial-and-error attempts to achieve that purpose.
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