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Constructionist view of ethnicity
and childcare practices through “roots”:
Based on the fieldwork at a nursery school aiming for multicultural coexistence

NAGAE, Yuki

This study examines how educational practitioners understand ethnicity and practice it to ac-
knowledge cultural differences and respect people from diverse ethnic backgrounds. Fieldwork was
conducted at a nursery school that has been engaged in “multicultural-coexistence childcare educa-
tion”. The study particularly focused on “roots” that represent the ethnic background of participants.
We found that the concept of roots was constructed to make minorities visible, and the practition-
ers recognize children’s multiple and multilayered ethnic identities. Furthermore, the application of
roots to childcare practices highlights the practitioners’ efforts to promote intercultural understanding
among children and to inculcate a sense of home in them. Because the concept “roots” also implies
information about a transnational concept “route,” the practitioners could understand important in-
formation, not only ethnic background but personal history in the migration. Finally, we discuss the

significance and possibilities of incorporating the concept of “roots” into educational practice.
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