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Practices of Marking Differences in Social Involvement:
Focusing on the Practices of Orchestra which a Player with Communication
Disorder Participate in

MASAI Sachi

Studies of people with communication disorders have been focused on the aim of developing
effective treatment, training, and supporting methods. In this paper, I mainly focus on seeing how
such people participate in groups and interactions. I analyzed interaction of the amateur orchestra
which people with disabilities participate in. It is said that people with disabilities are difficult to
participate in orchestra because synchronicity and cooperativeness is strictly required for performing.
As aresult, participants selectively unmarked and marked what a player with communication disorder
said. Marking worked as one of the devices that allows people to ride on the utterances of a person
with a disability and to proceed with the conversation in a natural way. Therefore, unlike the previous
researches, the acts of marking were not necessarily equal to exclusion tools. However, marking had
the possibility of directing a person to more sufficient participation and to attribution to the disability
category. This made it clear that participants in one amateur orchestra had multiple stances about

marking specific speech.
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