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Rural Television Acceptance from Wireless/Wired Perspective:
The Case of Takko Town, Aomori Prefecture

OTA, Minako

This study focused on Takko Town, Aomori Prefecture, as an example of an area where wired
television acceptance has flourished and is considered wireless/wired television. Television is a
medium consisting of radio technology called radio waves, just as it is common for landscapes
with antennas attached to the house roofs. However, radio waves may not reach certain areas due
to geographical conditions, such as being blocked by mountains and tall buildings, and the blank
areas of radio waves have remained throughout Japan even after the installation of relay stations
progressed. The situation is similar in Takko Town, located in the northern part of the Ou Mountains,
where the townspeople tried to install wired television. After an initiative by an electric shop owner
and NHK co-listening, Takko Cable Television, the first cable television station by municipalities in
the prefecture was open in 1994. In contrast to the nationalism of wireless, which was to quickly
establish a radio wave environment throughout Japan, wired had the nationalism to establish a radio

wave environment throughout Japan.
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