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Censorship and Entertainment:
An Interaction Analysis of Three Practices Related to Radio Programs in the
1930s: Producing, Regulating, and Reporting

MOURI, Hirokazu

Speech control measures targeting mass communication, such as censorship, may provide an
opportunity to reorganize layperson’s value judgments by extrapolating legal/illegal codes or to
activate and direct new content ideas by imposing regulations. In this study, we first focused on radio
broadcasting in Japan from the 1920s to the mid-1930s, examining how the three practices, such
as program production and related censorship and newspaper reporting on both trends, regulated
and influenced each other. Subsequently, we took two entertainment programs as examples and
analyzed how the innovation of "improvisational entertainment programs referring to current news"

was produced and publicized with an awareness of the censorship practices.
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