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How did part-time high school encourage students to stay in
school who returned to study after dropping out:
Focusing on the collection of school-day essays as media for motivation

SAGAWA, Hiromichi

In this study, we focused on the collection of school-day essays written by students attending
part—time high school as media to motivate them to stay in school. We examined what kind of frames
of school life were presented in the essays as possible alternatives, and how students were encouraged
to stay in school who returned to high school after dropping out.

Through the analysis, we found three types of narratives that provided meanings for school life:
(1) achance to earn a high school diploma, (2) a chance to experience “the springtime of life,”
and (3) achance to obtain authentic experiences of learning and socialization. By showing some
school life frames for the students, these narratives motivated a variety of students to stay in school.
In particular, we paid attention to the third type of narrative, which encouraged students who took

distance from schooling society.
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