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The Postwar Japanese Family System and
“Solidarity in Raising Children’:

A Focus on the Management of “Democracy” in Danchi Kindergartens

HONDA, Masataka

In recent family studies, debate on the externalization or socialization of functions previously
carried out within the family was activated against a background of turmoil in the “postwar Japanese
family system.” However, the kind of cooperation that has been constructed under various conditions
has not been sufficiently verified to date. This paper focuses on “Danchi kindergartens,” a type
of childcare facility run by parents that were established nationwide in Danchi(housing complex)
in the 1960s and 70s. By clarifying its “democratic” operations in detail, this paper will clarify a
part of the construction of cooperation through “child rearing” in postwar Japan. As a result of the
examination, it became clear that the “democratic” management of the kindergartens allows mothers
to acquire independence and form cooperative relationships through their child. It was shown that
these activities were premised on a lifestyle of a gender roles, although in some aspects it also opened

up parenting, which had been privatized in the “modern family.”
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