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Discourse Analysis on Creating “Communication”:
Expressions in Newspapers from the 1960s to 1980s

OZOE Yuta

The purpose of this paper is to illuminate the genealogy of the idea of “communication” and process
of how its meaning is confined to refer to social relationships in Japan. To clarify this inquiry, we
analyzed newspaper articles from the 1960s to 1980s. This paper argues that such usage of the term
“communication” has been observed since 1960, and was derived from the original usage to simply
imply that the media transmit information to facilitate social relations among people. Also at that
time, the term “communication” began to be used to emphasize the “discontinuity” regarding social
relations in people’s lives and to send normative messages to overcome this problem. To critically
understand the various current issues regarding normative communication and seek alternative ways

of communication, we must reinvestigate how it was created in the past.
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