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Openness and Exclusivity of Urban Parks in Tokyo
from the 1880s to 1900s:

Significance of the Orchestral Music at Hibiya Park

MAEDA, Kazuho

The current understanding is that the management of urban parks constrains particular people’s
use thereof, although urban parks are recognized as open spaces for everybody. This study considers
how urban parks in modern Japan obtained openness to understand the competing situation regarding
these parks. To clarify how and why urban parks in modern Japanese society simultaneously gained
exclusivity and openness, the orchestral music at Hibiya Park is analyzed. Through interpreting
discourses collected from six major newspapers from the 1880s to 1900s published in Tokyo, this
study found two significant aspects of the orchestral music at Hibiya Park. One aspect is cultivating
visitors’ “public morality”. These concerts were also considered a measure of how visitors’ public
morality had already been cultivated. In conclusion, this study understands the openness and
exclusivity of urban parks in modern Japan as inevitable consequences of the role of these parks,

namely to cultivate visitors’ public morality.
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