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The Multilayered Media Experience of Video:
Thinking about “Collecting Video Tapes” and Operating the Category of OTAKU

NAGATA, Daisuke

As a result of an incident in 1989, the category OTAKU received much attention and became
seen as a social problem. The perpetrator’s own room was covered in news reports, wherein a video
collection in his room was scrutinized and linked to the category deemed OTAKU by news reports.
The perpetrator of murders was narrated as ‘a typical OTAKU’ by the mass media, whilst critics
indicated that he was by no means ‘a true OTAKU.” We will consider the context in which these
stories were made possible with relation to the spread of video as a medium at the time. When the
perpetrator was narrated as ‘a typical OTAKU” in the media, OTAKU were further ideologically
separated from the rest of the general population through their pejorative reference to this particular
perpetrator In contrast, what was broached as evidence that the perpetrator was not ‘a true Otaku’
was that their video collection was not organized. However, the organization of fan groups’ video
tape collections didn’t necessarily have any relation to superiority, but was instead based on one’s

struggle to save money when the cost of video tapes were at an all-time high during that period.
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