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The Configuration of Human/Nonhuman in Office Design:
The Assemblage and Genealogy of “Creative Offices”

MAKINO, Tomokazu

Amidst the rise of “creative offices” which have attracted much attention in recent years, a wide
variety of gimmicks aimed at inducing activities related to spurs of intelligent creativity have been
embedded within them. These creative offices are the targets of heterogeneous design, in which
an organization’s concept of intellectual creation overlaps with its environment. In this article, I
investigate both the transition of office design, as well as how various forms of such offices have
emerged over time. The offices from the 1950s to the 1960s exhibited people and office furniture
embedded together in an “efficient arrangement.” From the 1980s to the 1990s, the notion of people
and objects placed together in an efficient arrangement remained, but a new focus of attention towards
intellectual creativity emphasized by the emergence of the “New Office” appeared, wherein the office
space was conceived of as a supportive space for the workers’ refreshment and solace. Generally,
from the 2000s onwards, offices conceptualized as a “hybrid design” with clear aims at boosting
intellectual creativity have become predominant. However, regarding the extent to which these
offices actually bring about an increase in intellectual creativity, they can be likened to black boxes;

their internal mechanisms and workings are not fully-known.
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