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Practical Logic of “Learn Together” in Primary School

KUBOTA, Hiroto

This paper articulates the characteristics of elementary school educational practices regarding
disabled children and healthy, able-bodied children “learning in the same place,” and simultaneously
ascertains the extent of faculty understanding of such practices. With the aim of coming up with
suggestions for the practitioners (i.e. teachers) of such educational practices, and by taking an ethno-
methodological perspective to studies of work, the paper focuses on the discursive production of
“learning together” as a collaborative school educational practice run by teachers. The research
setting is a primary school of a city that pioneered the “learning together” practice. Through careful
analysis of the teachers’ views pertaining to their work and demands arising from the interaction in
and out of classroom, the paper describes the following; first, the social organization of the support
system in place to maintain the “learn together” practice is given. Second, the teachers’ grasp of
the working principles of the practice that enabled the collaborative production of “learn together”
within the classroom, as well as their recognition of the difficulty in retaining the course’s standards
and fears of their loss, led to the teachers involved in the project to formularise their activities. Third,
that different generations of teachers viewed the practices differently; although younger teaching
staff followed the program’s principles on a practical level, there were concerns that they may have

overlooked such principles in regard to their understanding of the “learn together” practice.
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