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The Structural Constraints in Second-Generation

Migrants’ Return Migration Process:
A Case Study of Japanese Young Adults in Guam

SHIBANO, Junichi

The aim of this paper is to explorer the experiences of “returning to the ancestral homeland” of
the second-generation Japanese migrants in Guam who have not been covered in the field of overseas
Japanese studies. The main research targets in this monograph are young adults who have stayed
in, or come back to Guam despite they hoped to settle down in Japan. From this respect, focusing
on the contexts of reception for migrants (labor market, ethnic communities, government policies of
migrants) both in Japan and in Guam, I analyzed and discussed the causes of their difficulty of return
migration. The result showed that, in the process of their return migration, they were ripped apart
by the contexts of reception in Japan, while they were pulled strongly by the contexts of reception in
Guam. This result implicates that it’s important to take up the second -generation Japanese migrants as
“global non-elite” in the field of overseas Japanese studies, and to discuss their migration experiences

from the perspective of structural constraints in multiple places.
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