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On the hybrid construction of the self:
A study focused on actor network theory and governmentality studies

MAKINO, Tomokazu

How does “things” relate to self and agency? In this paper, we will examine the theoretical frame-
work about the relationship between self and things (human and non-human), using the actor network
theory and the governmentality studies. The relationship has been studied mainly from science and
technology studies. In these studies, Bruno Latour, Michel Callon and John Low proposed actor net-
work theory. They describe the relationship as heterogeneous network without isolating technology,
society and human. It is a new and attractive way to understand the relationship between human and
nonhuman, but difficult to think the multiple strategies of networking and diffusion of “hybrid de-
sign” . We can overstep the limits of ANT and think designed heterogeneity, through utilizing the

refer to Michel Foucault by Law, and governmentality studies.
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