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SHIMIZU Ikutaro’s “Latent Public Opinion”:

Public Opinion and its Emotional Moments
Yukichi HONJI

This paper deals with SHIMIZU Ikutaro, a Japanese sociologist, and his texts in prewar period. He was one of the famous
leftist intellectuals in postwar Japan and wrote widely on the subjects of media and communication. His works are recently
evaluated as pioneering ones. However, their theoretical implication and historical significance have not been fully understood.

Then we try to clarify his theoretical perspective by reading some important texts of SHIMIZU in prewar period. This paper
focuses on an important text, Ryu-gen Hi-go (Groundless Rumors, 1937). In this text, SHIMIZU evaluates groundless rumors
as highly productive “latent public opinions.” This view, appearing to be paradoxical, is based on his theoretical insight on
emotional moments of opinions. When we read his other texts on social implication of emotions in 1930s, we can understand

why he evaluates groundless rumors as highly productive. It is because they can express individual latent opinions on society.
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