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Skipped-generation Households and
Intergenerational Relationships:
Analyzing the Reasons for Grandparenting in Rural China
Jiyuan ZHANG

Recently, the number of skipped generation households has dramatically increased in China. Some studies concluded
that the increase in migrations from villages to cities and the urban-rural dualistic social structure led to the emergence of
skipped-generation households. These studies regard grandparenting as prerequisite. This paper focused on the prerequisite, and
investigated the factors that contribute the grandparenting . As a result, three reasons were found for why grandparents became
amenable to providing full-time child care for grandchildren. The first is that a new grandparenting norm has been formed. The
second is that grandparenting is a part of child-rearing strategy. The third is that grandparenting also is an elder care strategy.
Finally, we indicated that the grandparenting norm and family strategy is a kind of manifestation of the changes in intergenera-

tional relationships.
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