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“Fortune-telling & charm goods” Breaking way from the Ideal
Model of “Witch” :
Through the analysis of the magazine “My Birthday” in 90’s
Mizuho HASHISAKO

This paper is aimed at investigating what happened between the boom of fortune-telling and charm among girls in 1980s
and its deterioration in 2000s in Japan, through analyzing the articles of “My Birthday”, which is well known as a representa-
tive “fortune-telling & charm” magazine for girls. As I have already made clear at another paper, fortune-telling and charm in
80s showed girls the ideal model of “Witch” and encouraged them to face up positively to their school lives, by cultivating their
character aiming at the model. But fortune-telling and charm in 90s was changed to be a“map” with which they could make
sure how to find out their standpoint in school. Thus fortune-telling and charm has already been changed to be a mere convenient
tool to give girls information with which they could survive their hard school life. But on the other hands, fortune-telling and

charm has become to describe about “spiritual world”.
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