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How can Juvenile Court Judges Place responsibility on
Youth Criminals ?
Koyo AKIMOTO

This article aims to clarify how judges place responsibility on youth criminals at juvenile trial. There have been a lot of
controversy about policy of treatment for youth criminals between retributivism and protectionism since the Juvenile Law came
into force. However, quite a number of legal studies have pointed out that there is no discrepancy between retributivism and
protectionism in the the principles of the Juvenile Law in Japan. Therefore, we attempt to analyze procedures for constructing
“facts” by juvenile court judges from the ethnomethodological perspective in reference to a trial record in 1980s. Our socio-
logical approach would provide a foundation to have productive discussions about constitution of the juvenile justice system in

Japan.
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