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(BEwid THY HEHHEAD

“Distinction Strategy” of Dilettantes and “HENTAI” in Early
Showa Era:
Focusing on the Contents of Magazines, "MATERIA QURIOSA"
YUKO OBI

This paper aims to clarify the ethos of “Anti-Culturalism (Han-Kyouyou-shugi)” of certain group of Japanese
prewar intellectual class elites who called themselves dilettantes and the background of them. They replaced” bad taste” as
“anti-taste” sophisticated culture and appreciated it exclusively through some media such as magazines which were not for
sale but distributed to only subscribers. We considered this reading pratique as appropriation. In this paper, we discusses their
attitude about appropriation through analyzing contents of the magazines,“MATERIA QURIOSA (HENTAI-SIRYOU 1926-
1928)” which was distributed by “BUNGEI SIRYO KENKYU KWAI” by Readers Community (Interpretative Community)
Studies. Since “HENTAI(QURIOSA)”discourse was used as a multi-sense word in the 1920s Japan, dilettantes could
conveniently use this concept for “Distinction Strategy” by appropriation. The paper summarized that dilettantes’ reading
pratipue of appropriation was the game of distinction for academic elites who intended to differentiate themselves from
the masses. Furthermore, it examined that such attitude identified them (created a sense of fellowships) as “Community of

appropriation”, and strengthened cohesion of the gathering (Kwai).
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