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The “Familism” of Hanamachi
The transient nature and structure of “family” discourse before and after the 1930s
HONDA, Masataka

According to a statement issued by the parliament in 1935, “state-regulated prostitution in Japan has a connection
with familism and the Japanese family system.” This paper clarifies the meaning underlying this statement as well as the
“familism” of Hanamachi, which was advocated at the same time, thus making it possible to enter into a discussion regarding
the structure of the “family” discourse before and after the 1930s. The result of this examination revealed that the above
claim was based on a view of women as “victims” by commentators, who saw them as providing a “family” management in
Hanamachi. The point of origin of the sense of women as “victims” comes from the idea that the women of Hanamachi “sold
themselves” to provide for their “family”. This sense of “victimhood” had been given a high symbolic value in the discourse
on “family” at that time. In the conclusion, the significance of the current paper is demonstrated through an evaluation of the

relationship between the transitional character of "family" discourse and the pleasure quarter, which is the main topic of this

paper.
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