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Between the Oneself as an “Individual” and “Ethnic”

An Analysis on the New Aspects of “Zainichi” Ethnic Identity of Young Generations
KIM, JiYoung

This paper aims to delve the new aspects of ethnic identity troubles of young generations who were
born around 1980. The reason why I concentrated on the generations around 1980 is that these generations
have little experienced the discrimination by nationality and started to contact with Japanese society by
getting jobs or part-time jobs after 2000 which has divided the images of “mother country” in Japanese media
circumstances by “Korean wave” and “kidnaping of North Korea” . In this paper, I used two axis “individual”
and “ethnic” paying attention to the change of social environments of Japan. Through the analysis, it becomes
clear that a lot of young generations are troubled with “ethnic” side and the trouble caused by the bad images

through the relation between Japan and “mother country” .
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