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“Fortunetelling and OMAJINAI (Charm)” and Women:
a “Map” shown by Mr. Ryuji Kagami, an astrologer , and its change

HASHISAKO, Mizuho

In recent Japan fashion magazines for women often publish articles about “fortune-telling and
OMAJINAI (charm)” and they are accepted by adult women. Mr. Ryuji Kagami, an astrologer, is one
of the famous writers of those articles. A “fortune-telling and OMAJINAI (charm)” is said to have been
mainly for girls and to have shown them a “map” to establish a standard for their future life. But Kagami’ s
“fortune-telling and OMAJINAI (charm)” are for adult women rather than for young girls. This fact seems
to show that what map people expect “fortune-telling and OMAJINAI (charm)” to provide is changing and
that it is caused by a change in recent Japanese society. In this paper I intend to verify that this change

is deeply related with the raise of the social status of women in Japan.
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